PARTY LIFE:

Spirit Of Internationalism
“ — Janet Jagan

Even before the People’s Progressive Party was form-
ed in January, 1950, the Political Affairs Committee
(PAC), which was established in November, 1986, with
the objective of forming a political party, had adopted
the principles of Proletarian Internationalism.

PAC extended fraternal support to the struggle in
South Africa, to striking British workers and to sugar
workers in Cuba fighting for better conditions. Perhaps,
its strongest contribution to the principle of international-
ism was during the Canadian seamen’s strike of the 1940s
when their union called a world-wide strike on all Cana-
dian ships manned by union members. Two ships were
at the time in Port Georgetown and members immediately

joined the strike.

PAC members gave active solidarity, taking care of

 stranded seamen, arranging legal representation and

carrying food to the striking seamen on their ships in the
dead of night.

As early as March 24, 1950, the PPP passed a resolu-
tion at a public meeting protesting the treatment of
Seretse Khama, the then ruler of the Bhamangwato tribe,
sending copies of the resolution to the Commonwealth
Relations Minister, the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
the Human Rights Committee of the UN and the High
Commissioner of Bechuanaland. : :

At the second Congress of the PPP held in 1952, the
Party received greetings from the Council on African
Affairs in New York stating that Paul Robeson, Chairman,
had extended ‘“warmest fraternal greetings’”. The letter
stated — “We have followed the work of the Pecple’s Pro-
gressive Party of British Guiana with great interest and
have noted with pleasure your achievements. .. We wish
you continued success in your endeavour and in attain-
ing our common ultimate goal of world freedom and

eace”’. .
. At that Congress it was reported that the PPP sent
protests abrcad on the issues of the Antigua strike, the
Hans Cresent incident and the Du Bois persecution. At
that Congress a resolution was passed protesting the in-
timidation of St. Lucian sugar workers who had been
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harassed by a police detatchment from Grenada and the
bresence o1 the HMS Sparrow in port while the trade
dispute was going on. It endorsed the action taken by the
Workers Freedom Movement of Trinidad which, at a pub-
lic meeting on March 18, 1952, had protested the actions
against St. Lucian workers. : :
And at the Third Congress held in 1953, a resolution
of sympathy to the people of Czechoslovakia on the death
of President Klement Gottwald was passed. At that Con-

-giess, greetings were received from the Secretary of the

Worldl Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY), the
Caribbean Labour Congress and from a veteran J amaican
labour leader — Ferdinand Smith. |

»In the very early period, before the real beginnings

- of the world-wide solidarity for the struggle of the Viet-
JJaimese people, the PPP was involved in solidarity actions,

mainly through association with a Vietnamese comrade
who was a political prisoner in Cayene. He escaped to

~ Guyana and moved close to our Party.

So, it can be seen that from the very beginnings
of our Party, we had strong international links and had
extended solidarity with the struggles of workers in the
Caribbean and other parts of the world. It was during
this period too, when the struggle of the South African
peoples for their rights had not won world-wide attention,
that the PPP not only extended solidarity, but raised
funds to assist. :

The PPP, in its growth and development, did not
have an International Secretary and Committee in the
early period. Not until the decision to transform the
Party into a Marxist-Leninist type party, did the position
of International Secretary develop. Then even greater at-

tention was paid to International Affairs.

The main type of international activity has centred
arcund aspects of protest, the peace struggle, work to-
wards' friendship with fraternal parties and peoples, ex-
changes of information and using such information to
educate and inform.

International solidarity in the area of protests has
included picketing -— as in cases such as the threatened
invasion of Nicaragua; the invasion of Grenada; the war
In Vietnam; vigils for peace; signature campaigns; fund
raising (as in the struggle of the Nicaraguan
people © against the Somoza regime): solidarity

with -~ Cuba ' in  the = blockade and invasion
(Playa  Giron); Sanctions against South Afriea.
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